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Production of public 
documents abroad

Without the Apostille Convention
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Production of public 
documents abroad

With the Apostille Convention
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Status of the 
Apostille Convention

99 Contracting States
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Status of the 
Apostille Convention

A very successful Convention

◦

 

The most widely ratified and applied Hague Convention

◦

 

Despite its age, continues 
to attract new Contracting 
States at an impressive 
rate –

 

since 2000, more 
than 30 States have 
joined (>30%)
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Status of the 
Apostille Convention

A very successful Convention

◦

 

Recent Contracting States include
Kyrgyzstan (EIF 31 July 2011)
Peru (EIF 30 September 2010)

◦

 

Other States are actively studying the Convention
•

 

Canada
•

 

Chile
•

 

Costa Rica
•

 

Iran
•

 

Malaysia
•

 

Oman
•

 

Philippines
•

 

Vietnam
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Status of the 
Apostille Convention

A very popular Convention

◦

 

Applied millions of times a year:
•

 

more than 6000 per day in Venezuela;
•

 

approx. 6000 per day in Colombia (June 2010) 
•

 

more than 3000 per day in UK;  
•

 

approx. 400’000 per year in France

◦

 

42 States that provided answers to 2008 Questionnaire 
issued 4,823,860 Apostilles in total (estimate of 10 
million Apostilles issued per year)
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Status of the 
Apostille Convention

A very popular Convention

◦

 

Makes people’s lives easier (direct impact on citizens’

 and companies’

 

lifes

 

and needs)

◦

 

Frees up resources at Embassies and Consulates, yet 
maintains revenue stream

◦

 

Issuance of Apostilles may still generate revenue for a 
State:

•

 

Most States charge a fee for issuing Apostilles
•

 

Average price is about €15
•

 

States are encouraged to ensure that Apostilles are 
reasonably priced (C&R No 94 of the 2009 SC)
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Introducing the e-APP

Why is there an e-APP?

◦

 

In numerous States, most of Apostille-related work is 
still done…

 

manually

◦

 

Origin of public document is not always verified 
adequately before Apostille is issued…

◦

 

In some States:
•

 

Apostilles are…

 

stapled to the underlying document
•

 

Use of stamped signatures on Apostilles

◦

 

“Register? What Register?!” –

 

so far, only few 
requests for verifications…
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Introducing the e-APP

Why is there an e-APP?

◦

 

In 2006, HCCH launched the electronic Apostille Pilot 
Program (“e-APP”), in cooperation with the National 
Notary Association of the USA

◦

 

Promote use of modern technology to
•

 

improve effective operation of Apostille Convention
•

 

increase secure operation of Apostille Convention

◦

 

Make Apostille Convention fit for the 21st century 
without having to amend the Convention or adopt a 
Protocol
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Introducing the e-APP

The e-APP in a nutshell

◦

 

Two components
1.

 

Issuance and use of electronic Apostilles

 
(e-Apostilles)

2.

 

Creation and Operation of electronic Registers of 
Apostilles 
(e-Registers)

◦

 

The ultimate goal is for one day, most (all?) Apostilles to 
be issued electronically and all Competent Authorities to 
operate an electronic Register
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Introducing the e-APP

More information

◦

 

on the “Apostille Section”

 

of the Hague Conference 
website, or 

◦

 

on

 

www.e-APP.info



Slide 13



Slide 14



Slide 15



Slide 16

The e-Register component

Basic features

◦

 

Recipient is able to verify the origin of an Apostille:
•

 

Online –

 

URL of e-Register should be indicated on 
Apostille, but outside the box with 10 standard items

•

 

Using number and date of Apostille –

 

no “fishing 
expeditions”

 

possible (avoid consequential numbering of 
Apostilles)

•

 

Obtaining an automatic response –

 

ranging from a 
simple “yes”

 

or “no”, to providing the user with an image 
of the Apostille and/or underlying document 

◦

 

e-Registers work for both e-Apostilles and paper 
Apostilles
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The e-Register component

Operating an e-Register

◦

 

Where there are several Competent Authorities in a 
Contracting State, consider having ONE central e-

 Register for all Competent Authorities

◦

 

Open source e-Register software available –

 

for free –

 on e-APP website

◦

 

e-Register encourages greater use of Apostille 
verification procedure as a public convenience and a 
deterrent to forgery and fraud
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The e-Register component

Categories of e-Registers

◦

 

E-Registers can be categorised

 

by the types of 
information they display in their response to the user:

•

 

Category 1 – “yes” / “no”
•

 

Category 2 –

 

“yes”

 

/ “no”

 

+ basic information about the 
underlying document

•

 

Category 3 -

 

“yes”

 

/ “no”

 

+ basic information about + 
actual image of the underlying document

•

 

Category 4 –

 

“yes”

 

/ “no”

 

+ image of Apostille + 
verification of digital signature

•

 

Category 5 -

 

“yes”

 

/ “no”

 

+ image of Apostille + 
underlying document

•

 

Category 6 -

 

“yes”

 

/ “no”

 

+ image of Apostille + 
underlying document and verification of digital signature
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Category 1 –

 

Andorra
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Category 1 –

 

Andorra
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Category 2 –

 

New Zealand
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Category 2 –

 

New Zealand
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Category 2 –

 

California
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Category 2 –

 

California
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Category 3 –

 

Georgia 
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Category 3 –

 

Georgia 
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Category 4 –

 

Mexico 
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Category 4 –

 

Mexico 
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Category 5 –

 

Bulgaria 
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Category 5 –

 

Bulgaria 
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Category 5 –

 

Bulgaria 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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Category 6 –

 

Colombia 
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The e-Apostille component

Overview
◦

 

Encourages Competent Authorities to issue secure 
e-Apostilles

◦

 

By using, for example, Adobe®

 

Acrobat®

 

out-of-the-

 
box PDF technology (prof. ed.), enables CA to issue e-

 
Apostilles in PDF and to sign these e-Apostilles by using 
a digital certificate


 

Origin of e-Apostille can easily be verified by recipient by 
checking origin and status of digital signature

◦

 

Implementation is ideally (but not necessarily) combined 
with implementation of electronic means to verify origin 
of underlying public document (comparing hash value)
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The e-Apostille component

Move from this…
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The e-Apostille component

…

 

or this…
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The e-Apostille component

… to…
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…

 

and eventually…

…

 

or some other 
model to be 
unveiled in the 
coming minutes!?

The e-Apostille component
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Back to the e-APP

So to recap…

◦

 

Both e-APP components (e-Apostilles and e-Registers) are 
addressed to / used by:

•

 

Competent Authorities in State of origin



 

issue e-Apostilles; 


 

register paper or e-Apostilles in e-Register
•

 

Recipient in State of destination



 

verify origin of e-Apostilles via digital Certificate; 


 

verify origin of paper or e-Apostilles via e-Registers

 ◦

 

Software is a suggestion only –

 

other technologies 
possible
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Back to the e-APP

So to recap…

◦

 

Two components are independent –

 

one can be 
implemented before the other (typically e-Register is 
implemented first)

◦

 

As no need for a new or modified Convention, all 
Contracting States are on board
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Back to the e-APP

Bermuda expected to have both 
components up and running by 
mid 2011

Virginia, Pennsylvania, Delaware 
and Colorado expected to launch 
e-Registers in 2011

Jurisdiction e-Apostilles e-Register

Andorra July 2009

Belgium October 2007

Bulgaria November 2008

Colombia
October 2007 

(providing print-outs 
of e-Apostilles)

October 2007

Georgia July 2009

Mexico – Federal District

February 2010 (additionally 
allows for the verification of 

the e-signature on the 
Apostille)

New Zealand May 2009 April 2010

Republic of Moldova January 2009

Spain – Murcia November 2008

USA – California December

 

2010*

USA – Kansas February 2007

USA – North Carolina June 2010*

USA – Rhode Island February 2007

USA – Texas** November 2008

USA – West Virginia February 2011*

* This component is not yet fully 
e-APP compatible

** Currently only for Apostilles 
issued by the Corporations Section 
of the Secretary of State
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Back to the e-APP

Preventing fishing expeditions

◦

 

Some of these e-Registers are not yet 
fully compliant with the e-APP so far as they 
do not prevent fishing expeditions

◦

 

Recall “best practices”

 

established by 6th

 

e-APP Forum -

 require entry of unique information associated with an 
Apostille received:

•

 

number Apostilles non-sequentially (or otherwise 
randomly)

•

 

request recipient to enter unique identifier, ideally 
together with date of issuance

◦

 

In some e-Registers, however, interested persons may 
browse and view all Apostilles issued on a certain date, 
or Apostilles issued for a certain customer
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For example…

 

enter in Apostille 
number and date of issue…

Back to the e-APP

So far so good
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But enter in just the issue date…

Back to the e-APP
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…

 

or just a person’s given name

Back to the e-APP
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…

 

or even just the number 1

Back to the e-APP
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The e-APP for Europe

Background

◦

 

In 2007, the EU established the "Civil Justice" 
programme to contribute to the strengthening of the 
area of Freedom, Security and Justice through co-

 funding transnational projects

◦

 

Call for applications in 2009 focussed

 

on e-Justice 
projects.  

◦

 

HCCH made application with Spain as partner and the 
Czech Republic, Finland, France as associate partners –

 funding awarded in 2010
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The e-APP for Europe

Aims and objectives

◦

 

e-APP for Europe is designed to develop best practices in 
relation to the Apostille Convention through the 
promotion of e-Registers of Apostilles

◦

 

Comprised in particular of three interrelated elements:
•

 

development and implementation of a central e- 
Register of Apostilles for all Competent Authorities in 
Spain

•

 

three regional meetings across Europe (one in each 
associate partner) to encourage all participating States to 
implement e-Registers and start issuing e-Apostilles

•

 

6th International Forum on the e-APP (held in Madrid 
on 29-30 June 2010)
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The e-APP for Europe

Relationship to the e-APP

◦

 

e-APP for Europe is an initiative within the e-APP

◦

 

While focus of e-APP for Europe is on the development 
of e-Registers in Europe (particularly a new central 
register in Spain), the results and experiences gained 
through the e-APP for Europe are of course open to all 
interested States (also applies to the three regional 
meetings)

◦

 

The practices developed as part of e-APP for Europe are 
expected to be exported and applied to the broader e-

 APP
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The e-APP for Europe

Project management

◦

 

Project duration: 18-month 

◦

 

Close cooperation with Spain (partner), Czech Republic, 
Finland and France (associated partners)

◦

 

Project manager engaged by the HCCH and Ministry of 
Justice of Spain: 

•

 

Ms Lucía PRIETO RIOS

◦

 

Overall project coordinated within the judicial and 
administrative co-operation section of the HCCH



Christophe Bernasconi
cb@hcch.nl

www.hcch.net
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